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Here what is going on in the life's of the Saunder's family and there ministry at Rift Valley Academy!

The Saunders Story

As many of you know, we are in the States for a short visit of 5 weeks. We
came primarily to encourage Jeff's parents and help them with some work
during the summer. Since we were in the states we were also able to have
Emily's vision retested and now have a new "lesson plan" of exercises to do
with her to help improve her vision. Emily continues to struggle in school and
we pray that this new lesson plan will help her ability to learn and remember new
concepts. But it goes without saying that it is wonderful to spend time with all of
our family. And we are also seeing that God knew that we needed to be in the
States. Unfortunately, Angela's stomach pain (that has been up and down since
March) got quite a bit worse when we first got here. Consequently, | have a
scope (both upper and lower) on Wednesday, August 2 and a doctors
appointment on Tuesday, August 7th. We would appreciate your prayers for
direction and medical costs; especially for wisdom that the doctors can figure
out why there is so much pain and nausea.
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End of Year

It is hard to believe that our first year as dorm parents is over.
We have had a great year with a great group of kids. And it is
amazing to us how much we really do love these kids and
how often we still think about them. Like "this snack"
reminds us of one of them because he loved it, "this song"
reminds us of another one because it was his favorite during
devotions or "this food" reminds us of another one because
she asked for it for her birthday dinner. They really are a part
of our family. We have really seen the kids grow this last
term and were able to really develop some deep friendships.
Jeff especially enjoyed taking the dorm girls out on ATV
rides. Once they really tried it, they loved it and wanted to go
on a ride every day. One of the girls even asked if she could
come back next year for a ride when she will be in another
dorm. It was so special to see them grow closer to each
other, see their concern for each other and see them grow
more confident in being at RVA and see them grow in their
relationship with the Lord. One of the things that we focused
on all through the year was being thankful. And that included
telling God thank-you for things and praising Him. Prayer is
not just asking for things. And one of the sweetest memories
we have of this group of children is listening to them praise
God as we prayed together. We feel so privileged that God
has asked us to be dorm parents. Please pray for the kids
this break as they spend time with there parents and then as
several move on to other dorms.
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Dorm Party

At the end of each term we
have a dorm party where
we focus on having alot of
fun as a "family". For the
end of this term and year
we decided to do a mystery
dinner. This is where the
kids have to pick when
they get the food items
and utensils in the meal.
But they are not given a
list of the items, they are
given a list of descriptive
phrases (like Eve's
temptation for an apple).
We made the meal 3
courses so they picked 5
items for the first course, 5
items for the second
course and 4 items for the
third course. The main
entree was spaghetti with
meatballs and on the side
they had garlic bread,
carrots, green beans, jello,
dessert and 2 drinks. So,
this means that some kids
ate their dessert first, some
had spaghetti with no
sauce and some ate their
spaghetti with no
silverwear. It was so much
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Finance Update

Africa Inland Mission (AIM) is a faith based ministry meaning
that we are asked to raise our own support. This year has
been one of financial challenge for us. AIM has asked us to
raise $5,591 per month thru supporters. For the first 6 months
of the year this would be $33,546. So far this year we have
received $26,713. This gives us a shortfall for the year of
$6,833. Please pray with us that this need be met in His way.
If you would like to help meet this shortfall you may go to the
link provided http://www.aimint.org/usa/give.

Prayer Request

Angela's abdominal issues

Returning to Kenya on August 19th
New kids coming to Tembo dorm
Returning kids coming to Tembo dorm
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fun to see how they picked
the different items and to
see their reacton when we
gave them their plates.
Once we finished with the
meal we then played some
games in the dark ending
with their favorite, sardines.

Pictures

1. The kids visiting the
petty zoo at the Racine
County Fair

2. Our dorm kids enjoying
the dorm mystery dinner at
the end of the year

3. Ethan watching the
demo derby with his cousin
4. 3 of our girls in a tree for
a photo scavenger hunt

5. Erica dancing to the
song Yahweh
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Mailing Address in Kenya:

Rift Valley Academy
PO Box 80

Kijabe, Kenya 00220
www.rva.org
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